In a 100 mL beaker, a sample of 1·4H 2 O·2CH 3 COOH (0.21 g, 0.1 mmol) was suspended in a mixture of CH 3 COOH (36 mL) and H 2 O (24 mL). After were obtained from
Synthesis of 2a:
In a 100 mL beaker, a sample of 1·4H 2 O·2CH 3 COOH (0.21 g, 0.1 mmol) was suspended in a mixture of CH 3 COOH (36 mL) and H 2 O (24 mL). After vigorous stirring for 1 hr, solid Na 12 [α-P 2 
Solution NMR results:
1 H NMR shows a single methyl resonance for the three acetate groups of 2 at 1.84 ppm, consistent with effective C 3v symmetry. 31 P NMR, also as expected, only has a very broad signal at -11.9 ppm that attributed to the distal P atom, while the proximal P signal is too broadened to be observed due to its close proximity to the paramagnetic Mn centers, a situation that has been seen in other Mnsubstituted Dawson systems (reference 3, see text). 
